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Dr. DiStefano continued, “These preclinical data provide further confirmation of ghrelin’s role in metabolic 

regulation, and we believe that ghrelin receptor antagonism represents one of the most compelling new 

approaches to treat diabetes and obesity.”  

Amongst metabolic diseases, diabetes and obesity are at epidemic proportions in the U.S. and represent 

an enormous unmet medical need. According to the International Diabetes Federation, Type 2 diabetes 

affects 195 million people worldwide and the number of sufferers could top 330 million by 2025.  

Elixir has filed multiple patents on its ghrelin antagonists, with claims that include composition of matter 

across several different chemical classes, as well as uses of these compounds in a variety of diseases of 

aging, including metabolic disease.  

#### 

About Elixir Pharmaceuticals  
Elixir Pharmaceuticals is a pharmaceutical company focused on the discovery, development and 
commercialization of novel pharmaceuticals for the treatment of metabolic diseases such as diabetes and 
obesity. The Company's scientific founders identified that interactions between specific genes and 
enzymes can slow the aging process, and are developing compounds that stimulate these interactions 
and will be used to treat a range of diseases of aging, including metabolic disease. Elixir's product 
pipeline includes a number of products which the Company believes will have significant advantages over 
existing products and will address unmet medical needs of the large metabolic disease markets. These 
include Elixir's phase III products, Glinsuna (mitiglinide) and Metgluna (mitiglinide plus metformin) for the 
treatment of Type 2 diabetes, and an oral ghrelin antagonist, a compound which blocks the receptor for 
the hormone, ghrelin, which represents a potential next-generation treatment for a number of metabolic 
diseases. In addition, Elixir has built upon its knowledge of ghrelin, to advance an oral ghrelin agonist, a 
compound which stimulates the receptor for ghrelin. Further, the Company's sirtuin products are 
exemplary of how Elixir continues to use its understanding of the pathways which slow the aging process 
to identify interesting targets for the development of drugs to treat metabolic disease.  
 
About Physic Ventures 
Based in San Francisco, Physic Ventures invests in science-driven, consumer-facing health and 
sustainable living companies. Physic specializes in working with exceptional teams to help them achieve 
rapid scale and impact by bringing breakthrough products, services and technologies to market. Physic 
was formed in early 2007 through the evolution of Great Spirit Ventures and the spin-out of Unilever 
Technology Ventures. Website: www.physicventures.com 
 

CONTACT: 
Elixir Pharmaceuticals – William Heiden, 617-995-7000 
 
Media: 
Burns McClellan for Elixir Pharmaceuticals: 
212-213-0006 
Justin Jackson, jjackson@burnsmc.com 
Jason Farber, jfarber@burnsmc.com 
 
Investors: 
Juliane Snowden, jsnowden@burnsmc.com  
Nicki Kahner, nkahner@burnsmc.com  


